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the singular isolation of the country, it had been reduced to
about 5 to i. It has been truly said that "no such oppor-
tunity of profit without risk had ever tempted merchant
adventurers outside the dreams of romance," and the Japanese
soon exclaimed, with ample justice, that their country was
being drained of its gold. The currency clause in the treaty
was indefensible in theory and iniquitous in practice. The
resentment it occasioned is even now not forgotten in Japan,
The intricacies of the currency difficulties in those early days
are too complicated to be explained in detail here, but it
was a long time before the incongruities, which arose largely
owing to the limited supply of Japanese coinage, were
adjusted- Can it be wondered that the Government of the
Shogun, set at defiance by foreign dealers and overreached
by their own subjects, should have watched the conduct of
both with indignation, and been further embittered by the
consciousness of their helplessness to put a stop to it by the
adoption of their usual summary and strong-handed measures,
It is only right to say that the British Minister-Resident did
all in his power to assist the Japanese Government in its
difficulties, and for this brought himself into disfavour with
his fellow-countrymen. In one of his despatches to one of
the British Consular officials, after reviewing the difficulties
which had arisen, he said: " But it is deplorable that to
those difficulties which are inseparable from the situation
and the nature of things in dealing with a government and
people so long isolated from the rest of Europe, with strong
prejudices opposed to any foreign intercourse or trade, and
principles of political economy and national institutions
antagonistic to our own, have now to be added obstacles
scarcely less formidable, which foreigners themselves daily
create, very unscrupulously and often very wantonly."

A recent writerl on Japan has given an account, chiefly
from official documents* of some of the doings of the foreign
merchants, which will give some idea of the unscrupulous
conduct of the representatives of Western civilisation. The
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